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NINGALOO MARINE PARK INDICATIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN, DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, 
SUBMISSION IN RESPONSE 

760. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister for Fisheries:   
Further to the article in The West Australian on 4 December 2004 in which parts of the Department of Fisheries’ 
submission in response to the Ningaloo Marine Park indicative management plan were quoted, and further to my 
question without notice 76 of 6 April 2005, I ask -  
(1) When did The West Australian request a copy of the submission?   
(2) Who in the government authorised the release of a copy of that submission?   
(3) Was the decision to release a copy of the submission made only after a freedom of information 

application was made by The West Australian?   
(4) If no to (3), on what basis did the relevant government officer conclude that a freedom of information 

application was unnecessary?   
(5) Did any government officer speak to The West Australian about the content of the submission before a 

copy was requested?   
Hon JON FORD replied:  
I thank the member for some notice of this question.   

(1)-(2) It is my understanding that The West Australian initially contacted the Marine Parks and Reserves 
Authority seeking a copy of the Department of Fisheries’ submission.  I also understand that the Marine 
Parks and Reserves Authority advised that the authority had no problem with releasing the submission, 
but that it could only be released by the Department of Fisheries.  The department then contacted the 
then Minister for Fisheries, who authorised the release of the submission.  I have no record of the date 
on which the original request was received from The West Australian.  The member may wish to ask the 
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority.   

(3) I am informed that the original request was not accompanied by an application under the Freedom of 
Information Act.   

(4) The then Minister for Fisheries authorised the release of the submission on the basis that he saw no 
reason for it not to be released.   

(5) No, not to my knowledge or that of the then minister.   
 


